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STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM – KANTHAPURA 

Geetanjali, Principal at S R S International School, Ramgarh, palwal 

Abstract  

Kanthapura is one of the finest depictions of the Indian freedom struggle 

started in the early 20th century by Mahatma Gandhi. Indian freedom 

struggle which left influence on the minds of people of India is the central 

thrust of the novel. Kanthapura illustrate how Gandhian struggle for 

independence against the British reached to a characteristic South Indian village Kanthapura. 

The novel is a wonderful example of the impact of Gandhian philosophy that affected even 

the far flung villages of India. This paper is an attempt to analyse the manner in which Raja 

Rao appropriates Gandhian philosophy through his creative writing in Kanthapura.  
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Introduction  

Kanthapura, a bold attempt at the assimilation of contemporary history into freedom, treats 

the impact of Gandhi on the people. Through Moorthy, the novel introduces almost all the 

major events of the Indian struggle for freedom in which Gandhi was the leading voice. 

Actually Gandhi’s character was not introduced; only his voice leads the plot. Civil 

Disobedience Movement including the Dandi March, Satyagraha, Non-cooperation with the 

alien government, the crusade against untouchability, spinning chakhra and wearing khadi 

find vivid mention in the narrative. The novelist renders Gandhi’s influence on the people 

with skill and understanding. Kanthapura is in India, in microcosm and the narrative is the 

story of rural India responding to the call of Mahatma Gandhi for freedom. Rao has also 

made a conscious use of myth as a part of his narrative technique to delineate the impact of 

Mahatma Gandhi on the unlettered villagers in an obscure village. By virtue of his legend-

oriented genius, Rao’s treatment of the freedom struggle is “neither anachronistic nor over-

indulgent but satisfying aesthetic instinct and demand of relevance” (Chakravorthy 4). The 

immediate concern of the novelist is Gandhian struggle for freedom. 

Moorthy, a fearless Brahmin boy, is studying in a college in the city. He listens to Gandhi’s 

address and is totally changed. He gives up his college education because it is rooted in 

foreign culture, burns his books as well as Western clothes, becomes a ‘Gandhi man’ and 

returns to Kanthapura. There are two men in Kanthapura who obstruct Moorthy’s reformist 


